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Promoting a culture of rule of law.

Our Purpose

A society based on the rule of law can
confront the most daunting challenges
of our day in a manner that protects
the rights of all, without discrimination,
and that assures that no one is above
the accountability of the law, and no
one is below the protection of the law.

~ Ghada Fathi Waly
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The law applies to everyone equally, no
matter how powerful or powerless they
are. No one is above accountability to
the law, no one is beneath the
protection of the law.

Laws must be well-known to all, be
justly and fairly applied, be
independently judged, and be
consistent with international standards
for human rights, crime prevention and
criminal justice.

The rule of law is the
principle that we are all
equal under the law.

The rule of
law means:



Safeguards peace, security,
and political stability.

Protects human rights and
fundamental freedoms.

Enables economic and social
progress, and sustainable
development.
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The rule
of law:

Facing dramatic global challenges, we
need a global capacity to address
them that reaffirms the importance of a
rules-based set of international
relations, based on the rule of law and
in accordance with the U.N. Charter.

~ António Guterres



How we respond to these
challenges will define the
degree to which our societies
are governed by the rule of law.
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Without the
rule of law:

The dark moments of human history
happened in the absence of rule of law:
slavery, genocide, segregation, apartheid. 

Rule of law challenges still persist in many
forms today: discrimination, inequality,
injustice, corruption, abuse of power,
violence and crime continue to exist.

There can be no peace
without development, no

development without peace,
and no lasting peace or

sustainable development
without respect for human
rights and the rule of law.

~ Ban Ki-Moon



The time is always right to
do what is right.

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.
How to act?
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Strengthen capacity

of institutions.

To promote and protect the safety,
dignity and human rights of all
peoples, governments have a key
role in upholding the rule of law in
daily life, acting through accountable
public institutions.
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Empower
people.

Citizens also have a crucial role to play
through free, active and meaningful
participation in, and oversight of those
institutions. This empowers the people,
and the state is in service to them.



Often we mistake stability, in
terms of security and
economic activity, to mean a
country is doing well. We
forget the third and important
pillar: the rule of law and
respect for human rights.

~ Kofi Annan
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Impunity is the enemy of the rule of law.
For the rule of law to function, those who
violate it and infringe on the rights of
others, must be held accountable.

In each case, victims must have the right
to remedies and redress for the harms
they suffered.

Ensure
accountability
for violators and
redress for victims.



Connected to each other like never before,
young people have never been so socially and
politically active; they are already taking action
and proposing solutions to drive social
progress and political change.

All around the world, from all backgrounds,
young agents of change are standing up
together for climate action, for gender equality,
for democracy and for human rights. 

To support them, it is essential not only to
protect them and guarantee their rights, but
also to encourage their meaningful
engagement in governance and policy-making.

Youth
& the Rule of Law



Women and girls represent half of the
world’s population, but gender
inequalities are still deep-rooted in
societies where they face deeply
entrenched patterns of discrimination,
exclusion and abuse.

The rule of law plays a critical part in the
recognition and protection of women’s
rights, and it is vital to the promotion of
gender equality. 

Today, women also serve in increasing
numbers as judges, lawyers, government
official, and community activists. At its
core, rule of law entails the full equality
and participation of women and girls.

Gender
Equality

& the
Rule of
Law



Strongly interrelated and mutually reinforcing.

The rule of law is the glue that
binds the entire development
mosaic.

~ Chinmaya Gharekhan

& THE RULE OF LAW: 



Strengthening the rule of law is vital to achieving
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), our
global blueprint for peace, justice and prosperity on
a healthy planet. The SDGs can only be achieved if
every nation has strong, effective and transparent
institutions, based on the rule of law and supported
by the public. 
 
The development of inclusive and accountable
justice systems, and the reform of rule of law will
provide quality services to people and build trust in
the legitimacy of their government; that is why SDG
16 - Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions -
encourages Member States to generate national-
level policy changes that advance the 2030 Agenda.

SDG16: An enabler
for all SDGs



The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC) is the custodian of the United Nations

(UN) standards and norms that are core

elements of the rule of law. Applying to judges,

lawyers, prosecutors, police and prison officials,

and the public at large, these standards and

norms dictate the conduct of key players in

society. UNODC is committed to promoting the

rule of law and to encouraging more debate

about rule of law issues.

UNODC
Organized by UNODC, the United Nations

Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal

Justice is the world's largest and most diverse

gathering of policy-makers, practitioners,

academia, intergovernmental organizations and

civil society in the field of crime prevention and

criminal justice. The Congress, held every five

years since 1955, is committed to advancing crime

prevention, criminal justice and the rule of law, and

it has influenced national and international policies

and professional practices for decades.

UN Crime Congress

At the conclusion of the 13th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice held in 2015

in Qatar, the Doha Declaration was adopted. Calling for the integration of crime prevention and criminal justice

into the wider agenda of the United Nations, and endorsed by the General Assembly, the Doha Declaration

has at its centre the understanding that the rule of law and sustainable development are interrelated and

mutually reinforcing.

Doha Declaration




